
 

Principal's Report 
 
Dignitaries Visit College 
On Monday 24th August we had a visit from two politicians. Firstly the Attorney 
General Rob Hulls who spoke to the Year 12 Legal Studies class about how he 
came to politics and the things he has tried to implement in his time as Attorney 
General. The students listened intently and then asked the Attorney questions 
related to the judicial institute, mediation and round table conferencing. 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
Netball/Basketball Stadium 
Our second visitor for the day was Bronwyn Pyke, the Minister for Education who 
came to hear about the stadium and asked many questions of the parties concerned 
as to why the building hadn’t begun yet. Numerous delays to the project in 
relation to the Joint Use Agreement and other issues have meant that the projected 
cost for the project has increased. To everyone’s surprise the Minister agreed to 
fund any shortfall of funding for the stadium. 
 
This is absolutely fantastic news and now means that we can really push for 
construction to start this year. 
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Calendar 2009 
 
Term 4 
Monday 5th October  
 Term 4 Commences 
Thursday 8th October 
 Southern Zone Athletics 
Tuesday 20th October 
 Yr 7 Immunisations 
 Dance Performance Evening 
Friday 30th October  
 Year 12 Exams Commence 
Tuesday 3rd November 
 Melbourne Cup Day –  
 Student   Free 
Friday 6th – Thursday 12th November  
 Yrs 10 & 11 Exams     
Sat 14th Nov - Thurs 17th Dec 
 German Exchange Trip 
Tues 17th Nov – Fri 11th Dec 
 2010 Orientation Program 
Friday 20th November  
 Valedictory Dinner 
Friday December 4th  
 2010 Yrs 11 & 12 Finish 
Tuesday December 8th 
 Grade 6 Orientation Day 
 Student Free 

Wednesday December 9th 
 College Presentation  
 Night 
Thursday 10th December 
 Principal’s Commendations 
Friday 11th December  
 Reports handed out 
Mon 14th – 16th December 
 Activities Yrs 7-9 
 

 

 

 



Living and Learning Expo 
This expo was held to showcase all of the many services 
available to schools and the community at Sages 
Cottage, Baxter. On the day two groups of our students 
performed, firstly our dance students ably supported by 
Vanessa Bucci and two of our music students Louise 
Richards on vocals and Brianna Vines on guitar 
supported by Kristy Ackland. Both groups were very 
professional and received many accolades from those 
present and really showcased the many talents of our 
students.  

 
Strings Festival 
On Tuesday of last week Patterson River Secondary 
College played host to nine schools involved in the 
Southern Metropolitan Region’s ‘String Festival’. 
During the day students worked on two new pieces 
which they then performed to our Year eights in the 
afternoon. The year eights sat quietly in awe of the 
fantastic performance by students who had met for the 
first time that day. Well done to all the strings students 
who were involved. 
 

 
 
Course Counselling 
Course Counselling and course selection is well on the 
way for all students in Years 8, 9, 10 and 11. If parents 
need any assistance please contact the relevant co-
ordinators. 
 
2010 Orientation Program 
Please note that the school year for 2010 starts for all 
levels on Tuesday 17th November. 
 
Soiree 
Our annual musical Soiree was held on Tuesday 
September 15th.  As always it was a fantastic evening that 
showcased the many and varied talents of our musical 
students. It was a wonderful evening and many thanks 
must go Mr Paul May and his dedicated staff and our 
hardworking talented students. 
 
‘Surfs Up’ 
On Tuesday 8th September we held an evening to 
showcase the surf boards made by our VCAL students. 
It was wonderful to hear the students outline how they 
had worked as a team to complete such outstanding 
work and to see them so proud of their achievements. 
 
See the report from Mrs Ackland further in the 
newsletter. 
 
Mrs Maree Vinocuroff 
College Principal 

 
 
 

END OF YEAR 
ACTIVITIES 

This year we will be selecting 
activities to be offered on the 14th,  
15th and 16th of December 09 earlier in the year than has been 
done in the past.  These activities will be for Years 7, 8 and 9 
students. The activities are being decided at present through a 
survey.   
 
Some activities will cost money so you may wish to start 
saving now as it will be a ‘first in and paid’ selection process.  
We plan to begin to collect money in week 4 of term 4. Happy 
Saving! (There are plenty of no cost activities as well.) 
 
Information will be given in newsletters so keep up to date by 
reading these. There is a flyer enclosed with some of the 
activities that will be on offer.  
 

   
              Nail decorating                         Christmas Decorations 
 
Your Activities’ Managers   
Ms Bailes, Ms Smith and Ms Woodroffe. 
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College Presentation Night 2009 
Wednesday December 9th 

�
�
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If you have any uniform not being used, please consider 
selling through the College Second Hand Uniform Shop 
please bring it to the general office. Each piece of 
clothing is to be labelled with date, your name, item, size 
and price required. A form will be given to you to 
complete. Please note that only clothing that is clean and 
in good condition will be sold. If you have any queries 
please speak to Leigh Prideaux in the General Office. 
�
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The last Year 7 immunisations will be held on Tuesday 20th 
October for Hep B (both girls and boys) and Gardasil (girls 
only).  



Facebook site for the Peninsula Drivesafe 
Campaign  

Mornington Peninsula Shire’s Traffic and Road 
Safety Team have developed a Facebook page 
aimed at raising awareness about safe driving.  
The site is updated regularly with pictures, videos and 
links that help to raise awareness about driving safely.  
We all want to make our roads safer for the young 
people that we work with and this is a great way to 
convey messages to this target group using a medium 
that young people are familiar with. 
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=40894138467 
  
 

 

 
 
 "Fish Dissection" 7D 
 

   
 
Sarsha Coveney                 Katie Laycock, Lilliana Taraborrelli,     
               Dana Rochfort & Erin Mitchell. 
  

 
 
Classes 8E and 8F created Viking boats as part of their history 
studies. They then took them down to Eel Race Creek to see if 
they floated and to perform a ritual Viking burning.  The boats 
were designed to be funeral boats for either a modern day hero 
or a Viking warrior. Many successfully floated but 
unfortunately none successfully burnt. Year 8 Co-ordinators 
Pennie Marinucci and Paul Robinson were on hand to light, 
supervise and retrieve all boats from the creek.  

 
 
 

  
 

 
 

September Trial Exams 

·  There are trial exams in the September holidays for 
every student studying a Unit 3 /4 .  

·  The timetable has been given to every student.  
·  All exams are in the Year 9 Centre.  
·  Full school uniform is compulsory for a student to 

be allowed into the exam.  
·  Every exam will be graded and given back to the 

students in early term 4. 

The exam timetable can be viewed on Sharepoint - Senior - 
Announcements. Sharepoint can be accessed at home by 
typing in the following:  
http://sharepoint.prsc.vic.edu.au       
Login = prsc\username and student password 

VTAC Applications  

All Year 12 students have had an appointment with either, 
Mrs Smith, Mr Browne or Mr McDonald with regards their 
2010 Pathway. A letter has been sent home indicating the 
status of every student and any extra requirements that they 
he/she will need to complete to finalise any application. 

If you have any queries regarding this process please do not 
hesitate to ring the school and ask for either Mr McDonald or 
Mrs Smith. 

 
 

“The Garbage Bag Gown” 
Over recent weeks, the Yr 11 Psychology classes have been 
studying the topic “Attitudes”.  Students have been looking at 
ways to reduce prejudice, discrimination and stereotyping in 
everyday life. 
 
Putting into context the work they had been learning, students 
were required to design and make a “Ball Gown” with the use 
of only 6 garbage bags and a stapler. Students were allocated 
into groups with students they do not normally work with. My 
role as teacher was to note down how well they worked as a 
group, and if they took on board any of the information we 
had learnt in class about reducing prejudice amongst people 
you don’t know very well.  
 
A fun time was had by all – and the students could actually 
see that what we learn in class does apply to the real world!!! 
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Sometimes stepping out of our comfort zone is a valuable part of our 
personal growth.  For some members of our Year 10 Work 
Experience cohort, their learning curve was massive, others took it all 
in their stride.  During Terms two and three, Year 10 students, VCAL 
students have actively participated in either Work Experience or 
Work Placement as part of their academic program.   
 
For Year 10’s this was the beginning of  the  detailed and informative 
Course Counselling process, focusing on  their Senior years at this 
College and culminated in students submitting course selection sheets 
at Year 10 and 11 in 2010. Year 12 students at this stage are 
researching and applying for courses at the various universities and 
TAFE’s while studying for their final exams next term and meeting 
course deadlines or completing learning outcomes.   
 
It was interesting visiting, phoning and or photographing students 
while on placement and beneficial to chat to them about their 
experiences and expectations.  Some lucky students even managed to 
gain part time or casual employment as a result of their endeavours 
and allowing them to build valuable networks while working towards 
attaining their personal financial goals.   
 
The co operation gained from the business community was greatly 
appreciated as they have allowed our young people into their 
businesses and organizations and set aside time to show them the 
ropes and teach them transferrable skills. 
 
All students were encouraged to complete a Work Experience 
Journal which will be kept in their MIPs file in the Careers Office, 
along with their MIPs plan, resume, Career Voyage print out, copies 
of awards and certificates and any other relevant data which may be 
of assistance to them in the future.   
 
Employers were asked to complete and Evaluation Form on each 
student and any copies received were placed in the student’s MIPs 
folder to assist with subject selection and course counselling.  
Students were asked to complete a Thank You letter and submit this 
to their host employer.   
 
For some students this has been a very challenging time.  With early 
morning starts, long days and employer expectations in an adult 
world.  Students learnt the importance of reliability, punctuality, 
honesty and commitment.   

As a result of this process, it is hoped our young ones will be better 
informed about the real world of work and embrace the opportunity 
to research subjects, courses and institutions as they reach the 
confronting conclusion that they now have greater autonomy over the 
decisions they will make and the impact  these decisions will have on 
their future. 
 
Careers in the Defence Forces 
 
HMAS Cerberus Boot Camp 
November 23-26 
Yrs 10-12 
Apply online but please see Mrs Smith first 
Applications close October 16th. 
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As Term 3 draws to a close, it is great to reflect on all the positive 
experiences we have had in VCAL lately. Many of the VCAL 
students have recently secured full time work or apprenticeships and 
we are hoping that this will continue early in Term 4. For the 
majority of the Year 12 VCAL students, this is their final week of 
school. We wish them much success for their futures and hope they 
find themselves fulfilling their dreams.  
 
On Tuesday September 8th the Year 11 VCAL students hosted the 
launch of the “Surf’s Up” project. This has been a highly successful 
project and one the students should be very proud of. This night saw 
the students display their boards and play a movie that documented 
their journey. Many parents, staff, students and special guests were in 
attendance and it was a highly successful evening. A big thankyou 
must go to Mr Paul Dawes and Ms Melissa Royale for all their hard 
work in preparing the boys. Also we must thank the people who 
helped out on the night and were so enthusiastic about the project. 
Well done boys, you should be very proud of yourselves! 
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A very big thank you to two Yr 12 VCAL students, Jack Peters and 
Reece Cuthbertson. The boys organised five different excursions for 
groups of 20 Year 7 students who were then quiz master within their 
own class as a reward.  Jack and Reece called the locations of the 
excursions and completed all of the paper work involved.  It has been 
a great pleasure working with both of them and they should be 
commended on their organisational skills and commitment to these 
excursions.  On behalf of all of the Year 7 students and myself I 
would like to say thanks, for a job well done. 
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Year 7 Co-ordinator 
 

 
 
Parent Teacher interviews shouldn’t be the only way we stay 
in contact - the College Sharepoint system continues to grow 
as a resource offering school information and shared class 
files.  Log on and see if your child’s teacher is providing 
online resources that can be accessed from home.  Click on the 
Teacher Contact Info link on the home page for a full list of 
teacher email addresses.  Check important dates and 
announcements in the Year level tabs. 
 
Step One:  Type the following address in the browser address 
bar -  
 
http://sharepoint.prsc.vic.edu.au 
 
Step Two:  Enter your user name and password in the 
following format… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For  Parents                  For Students  

 
User Name:  prsc\parents   User Name:  prsc\xxx0000 
 
Password:    parent       Password:   same as schoo 

 
 
Let’s party is an interactive health promotion activity, 
facilitated by the Adolescent Health Nurse and youth worker,  
which focuses on empowering students to apply harm 
minimisation strategies when going to parties.   
 
This term, Year 8 classes have been doing 
drug education as part of their health program.  
The Let’s Party program, gives students the 
opportunity to consolidate what they’ve learnt 
during their drug education.  It is a fun, 
interactive program, where student learn strategies to 
prevent and minimise potential harms that may occur at 
parties, and gives students the opportunity to engage in peer 
discussions and solutions related to safe partying.   
 
Because Year 8’s have been undertaking this program, over 
the next few weeks, this is a good opportunity for 
parents/carers to bring up the topic of safe partying.  Having 
good communication and open discussion with your teenager, 
is an important part of that process.  Please refer to the Fact 
Sheet from the Drug Info Clearinghouse – Talking with 
your teenager about alcohol. 
 
For further information, or any questions you may have, 
please feel free to contact Monique DeRoche (Adolescent 
Health Nurse) at Patterson River Secondary College.  
 

 
 
The girl’s wellbeing program has continued to run every 
Friday at lunchtime.  The activities the girl’s have been doing 
over the past couple of terms include aerobics, boxing, yoga, 
relaxation and walking, to name a few.  It is well attended and 
the girl’s always tell me they love Fridays because they love 
coming along to the program. 
 

Mums, grandmas, aunts, guardians - Do you have a 
skill, trade or passion that you could 
come along and share with the girls?  
This does not have to be fitness related.  
Any wellbeing focus is great, like 
hairdressing, beauty therapy, nutrition or 
nail care.  If you would like to volunteer 

a bit of your time on a Friday at lunchtime for a great cause, 
we would love to have you.   
 
Please contact Monique DeRoche (Adolescent Health Nurse) 
on 8770 6700. 

Youth Allowance 

Your child may be eligible for Youth Allowance if they 
are aged 16 - 20 years old and studying full-time and if 
you have a Health Care or Pension Card or are a low 
income earner. 
Note: EMA  ceases once your child turns 16 years old. 
Please contact Centrelink for more information.        
 
 

The 
backslash is 
located above 
the Enter 
Key, or to 
the right of 
the right 
Shift key. 

It will save 
you a lot of 
trouble in 
the future if 
you check 
this box. 

� Make it easy�  



      

 
 

Negotiating the Teenage Years 
 

Introductory Parenting Session  
For Parents with a child aged 10 -16 years 

 
·  Understand your teen 
·  Common parenting traps 
·  Group discussion 
When: Monday 12th October 
Time: 7-9pm 
      Registrations from 6.30pm 
Where: Mentone office 34 Brindisi St Mentone 
Cost: $5 per person 
Bookings: Phone - 1300369436 Kingston Youth 

Services     
 (Booking is ESSENTIAL) 
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The Seaford Tigers Cricket Club will once again 
be running the successful Milo In2Cricket 
program on Monday afternoons starting at 
4.30pm. 
Registration Day will be held on Monday 19 th of 
October at Norm Cathie Oval, Brunel Road 
Seaford. 
For more info call Mark on 97744296 or 
04483326428. 

 

Chelsea RSL 
Our Indoor Market operates on the 3rd Sunday of each Month. 
The Market is open from 10.00am until 3.00pm in all weather 
conditions. Melways reference is 97 B1.  
 
New and/or Hand Made and include; Children’s clothing, 
Calligraphy, flashy badges, Jewellery, quilts & baby goods, 
home wares, soy candles, soaps, creams, Personalised 
children’s cushions, led light giftware, Plants, Hand made gift 
cards and workshops, fascinators for Spring Carnival, Special 
occasion cushions, craft and lots more... 
 
Complimentary tea and coffee is available and a BBQ 
operates at lunch time. 
 
For all your inquiries please telephone Lisa on 9772 1873 
during business hours.  

Frankston Visitor Information Centre is running some guided 
ranger tours of some of Frankston's natural attractions over the 
school holidays: 
  
Sweetwater Creek Nature Reserve Walk.  
 
Wednesday, 23 September  10:00am – noon  
Meet at:  Liddesdale Avenue entrance  
 
 
Kananook Creek / Seaford Foreshore Walk 
 
Wednesday, 30 September 10:00am – noon   
Meet at:  Rear of Safeway car park, Seaford Road and Nepean 
Highway.  
 
Bookings Essential - Phone 1300 322 842 or online at 
www.visitfrankston.com 
Cost:   Adult $5.00 
            Pensioner/Concession $4.00 
            Child $3.00 
 
FRESH YOUNG VOLUNTEERS WANTED 
Apply now to join Frankston’s Fresh Committee of young volunteers 
organising live music and cultural events. Visit: 
http://youth.frankston.vic.gov.au and apply online in the forms 
section, or phone Chris on 9768 1366. 

 
 

 


