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End of Term 1 
As we come to the end of a very busy term it is time to reflect on the 
College Activities in the last 10 weeks. We have had 296 new students 
join the College this year with 240 of those at Year 7. Students have 
taken part in the College swimming carnival, Year 7 camp, senior and 
intermediate sport, elections for leadership positions within the College, 
Year 7 barbeque and a sharepoint information evening and of course hard 
work on their academic progress. 
 
Term 2 Important Dates 
Please note term 2 commences on Monday 20th April. Dates early in 
Term 2 to remember include College Cross Country, Primary School 
visits on Wednesday 29th April (Years 7-10 will not be required at school 
on this day), Open Night for Grade 6 parents and children 6th May, 
NAPLAN testing for Years 7 and 9 on the 12th, 13th and 15th May. 
Primary applications for secondary schools 2010 are due by 18th May. 
 
Student Reports 
It is important that students are aware of any areas where improvement is 
needed in Term 2. In the holidays parents need to discuss this with their 
child and encourage them to set goals for term 2. This may include 
having a quiet place for study, spending more time on homework, 
regularly revising notes or staying for homework club. Please contact 
your child’s year level co-ordinator if any assistance is needed. 
 
School Uniform 
With the colder months approaching please take the opportunity over the 
holidays to purchase winter uniform. It is especially important for 
students to have College jumpers and waterproof jackets. Scarves should 
be navy blue, white or maroon. 
 
Traffic Around The College 
As you are dropping off or picking up your child from the College please 
remember that 1140 students exiting creates a number of problems. To 
ensure that there are no accidents parents should reduce their speed, not 
engage in dangerous practices such as double parking, or parking in the 
bus zone. I have also had reports of road rage! The safety of our 
community is of paramount importance. 
 
Head Lice 
I have had reports of head lice in some forms. Please check your child 
and ensure that they are treated before they return to school. Any form of 
treatment should include other family members and bedding. 
 
 
Mrs Maree Vinocuroff 
College Principal 
 
 
 

 

 
      Eel Race Road, Carrum  Vic  3197 
   (PO Box 2664, Seaford  3198)       ����  8770 6700    Fax:  9786 9810  
   Email:  patterson.river.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au 
   Web Site:   www.prsc.vic.edu.au
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Calendar 2009 
Term 2  
Monday 20th April 
 Term 2 commences 
Monday 27th April – Friday 1st May 
 Year 12 Outdoor Camp 
Wednesday 29th April 
 Primary School Visits 

NOTE: Year 7-10 students 
not required at school 

Wednesday 6th May 
 College Cross Country 
 College Open Night 7pm 
Tuesday 12th May 

Afternoon with the 
Principal 4pm -6pm 

Tue 12th, Wed 13th, Fri 15th May 
NAPLAN testing for Yrs 7 
& 9 

Thursday 14th May  
 Athletics Carnival 
Tuesday 19th May 

Year 7 and Year 10   
Immunisations 

Thursday 4th – Thursday 11th June 
 Years 10 and 11 Exams 
Monday 8th June 

Queen’s Birthday Holiday 
Tuesday 9th - Thursday 11th June 
 Year 12 Exams 
Friday 12th June 

STUDENT FREE DAY 
Correction Day 

Monday 15th June 
 The Wedding Singer  

Full day dress rehearsal 
Tuesday 16th – Thursday 18th June 
 The Wedding Singer 
Friday 26th June  
 Last day Term 2 

Reports distributed 

Term 3 
Monday 13th July  
 Term 3 commences 
Friday 19th September  
 Last day Term 3 

Term 4 
Monday 5th October 
 Term 4 commences 

 



TATTOOING & BODY PIERCING – WHAT ARE THE 
RISKS? 
Unsafe skin penetration procedures have the potential to spread 
deadly viruses such as hepatitis and HIV, as well as the risk of 
infection.  If someone is considering having a tattoo or piercing it is 
important to make sure they are well informed about safe techniques 
and choose operators and premises that are clean and professional.   
 
Most professional tattooists and body piecers are aware of the 
potential risks involved in their procedures and take care to follow 
good infection control practices.  The main issues in making these 
activities safe for the operator and the client are: 

·  Clean premises 
·  Good operator hygiene 
·  Avoiding contamination of instruments and materials 
·  Using correct cleaning, disinfection and sterilisation 

methods 
·  Safe sharps disposal. 

 
In Victoria it is against the law to tattoo any person under the age of 
18 years.   It is also an offence to perform a non-intimate body 
piercing on a person aged under 16 years without the written consent 
of a parent or guardian and the consent of the young person.  It is an 
offence to perform an intimate body piercing (nipple/genitalia) on a 
person under the age of 18 years.   
 
For further information contact your local council health department 
or the Communicable Disease Control unit of the Department of 
Human Services on 1300 651 160.  Alternatively, please feel free to 
contact Monique DeRoche (Adolescent Health Nurse) at Patterson 
River Secondary College. 
Note: Visible tattoos for students are totally unacceptable. 
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Date Day Subject Time 
25th May Monday Psychology 3.15 - 5.00 
1st/2nd or 
3rd of 
June 

Mon/Tues/Wed Biology 3.15 - 5.00 

1st/2nd or 
3rd of 
June 

Mon/Tues/Wed Chemistry 3.15 - 5.00 

1st/2nd or 
3rd of 
June 

Mon/Tues/Wed Physics 3.15 - 5.00 

1st/2nd or 
3rd of 
June 

Mon/Tues/Wed Accounting 3.15 - 5.00 

 
‘WRITING AN ENGLISH ESSAY’ TUTORIALS  
There will be two tutorials in Term 2 which cover this topic. 
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Date: Monday the 27th of April 
Location: C1 
Time: 3.15-4.30 
Presenter: Mrs Huggard 
�
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Date: Monday the 4th of May 
Location: C1 
Time: 3.15-4.30 
Presenter: Mrs Huggard 

The cost is $2.00 payable on the day which will include a simple 
afternoon tea. 
NOTE THAT DATES FOR TUTORIALS IN OTHER SUBJECTS 
THAT HAVE A SEMESTER 1 EXAM  WILL BE POSTED 
EARLY IN TERM 2  
 
Undergraduate Medicine & Health Sciences (UMAT) Admission 

Test 
The purpose of UMAT is to assess your abilities in a range of 
general skills. UMAT measures skills acquired over a period of time, 
including the ability to reason, make logical deductions and form 
judgements. The test does not draw on any particular body of 
knowledge or curriculum. Wide and critical reading may provide 
helpful preparation for Sections 1 and 2. Some familiarity with the 
question types typically presented in UMAT would be beneficial.  
 
*UMAT 2009 will be held on Wednesday 29 July 2009 
Registrations will open in April 2009 
For courses that list UMAT in Extra requirements you must have 
already completed the test before you apply. If you have not 
completed the test you do not meet the application requirements for 
these courses – you will have to sit the test and apply for these 
courses next year. 
University  Course Name 
Monash   Medicine/Surgery 
Monash   Medicine/Surgery (CSP Bonded) 



Monash Medicine/Surgery (CSP Extended 
Rural Cohort) 

Monash   Pharmacy 
Monash   Pharmacy/Commerce 
Monash   Physiotherapy 
Melbourne  Dental Science 
Melbourne   Optometry 
Melbourne   Oral Health 
Melbourne  Physiotherapy 
 
*SOME Interstate universities also use the UMAT admission test 
for entry into selected courses. IF you are unsure TALK to Mrs 
Smith or Mr Brown and make sure that you have the correct 
information. 
 

������	
�����
���	������
	
���	����	��	��������� 	

	
Stress is an integral part of life, especially for secondary school 
students.  In fact, not all stress is bad. Those times when a little stress 
nudges you to become more alert and aware of your surroundings, or 
causes you to take more time with a project, can be beneficial. When 
you recognise that the stress is detrimental to your life, you need to 
take action. There are a number of techniques to help students 
minimise the stress they are feeling. Managing stress will help 
students cope with the daily pressures of school and give them more 
time and energy to enjoy their high school experience.  
 
A Stress Management Program for Year 12 Students will commence 
in Term 2, run by Psychologist, Christine Dais.  The program will 
run for 4 weeks with one hour weekly sessions on Thursdays from 
3pm.  The program will cover topics such as identifying stress, 
coping skills, stress management techniques including relaxation, and 
study skills, exam preparation and time management.  
 
If any Year 12 students are interested in attending the program, they 
can let their Year 12 Coordinator know.  Alternatively, if any Year 
12 students have any questions regarding the program, they can 
contact Christine in T8 on Thursdays or Friday mornings.   
 

 
 
On Tuesday VCE Design & Technology students visited the city to 
see the latest design exhibitions.  Students also took in the laneways 
of Melbourne, seeing the graffiti art and cafes and things that make 
the city so vibrant.  The day was a success, with students completing 
an outcome on how designers design, through seeing a furniture 
design competition at National Gallery of Victoria and the VCE Top 
Designs at the New Museum.  Hopefully we will see some of our 
students’ work there in the not too distant future! 
 
 

 
 

 
 

PSYCHOLOGY ZOO EXCURSION  
FRIDAY 1 ST MAY  

 
A reminder to Year 11 Psychology students that an excursion has 
been booked to the Zoo on Friday 1st May. It’s a great day out and 
we expect all students to attend and gain this invaluable experience.  
 
 This excursion will include a 1 ½ hour session run by the Zoo 
Education Officers. This session will focus on Animals In Groups; 
students will use qualitative and quantitative data with a hands on 
experiment. There will be some free time to look at other exhibits as 
well. 
 
Permission notices have already been sent out and we would 
appreciate these to be returned with $25 payment by 24th April.  
 
Mrs J Bailes 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
As the first term draws to a close VCAL is still going strong! The 
Year 12 group has been particularly busy and at the time of writing, 
the Year 11 group is thoroughly enjoying their surf camp at Torquay 
 
 

 

 
 

Billy Katipa of Year 12 with his Certificate. 
 
 



 
Food Handling Certificate 
On Monday 23rd April, the Year 12 VCAL group sat for their Food 
Handlers Certificate. This all day course was facilitated by Skills 
Plus and I’m pleased to say that all students were successful in 
gaining their certificate. They were joined on the day by two staff 
members, Sue Morris and Amanda Dickson, who were also 
successful in getting their certificates.  This certificate will allow 
students to organise and run fundraising BBQ’s at the school and 
participate in special events such as the “Biggest Morning Tea.”  
Congratulations to all of these students, and staff, on achieving their 
Food Handlers Certificate.  
 
Year 12 visit to South East Industries 
On Tuesday the 24th March, the Year 12 VCAL group were invited to 
visit South East Industries in Clayton. This packaging factory 
employs disabled individuals on a part time and full time basis.  
Bella Holly and Astrid Smith  share their experiences: 
“We all really enjoyed our day at South East. When we arrived we 
had to remove all of our jewellery and wear hair nets. The people 
who worked there were all excited to have visitors and although we 
were all a little shy at first we soon got chatting with them. They 
were all really nice and interesting to talk to. We packed sugar, soap, 
plastic containers and jelly. At the end of the day, we were sad to say 
goodbye because we had a really good day. Although these people 
were disabled we realised they had important jobs to do and they 
were really just like everyone else.” 
 

 
 

 
 

      
  

 
Students have enjoyed their SCOPE training and the 
knowledge and experiences it has brought them.  
 
Compost Bin 
A big thank you to Lloyd Pritchard and VCAL students Josh 
Furborough and Darcy Saw for making the compost bin in the 
Veggie Patch. This will be used by the food technology area 
to compost any waste for our gardens. A job well done boys! 
 

 
 

 
FINALLY… ………  How YOU can help! 
Over the course of the VCAL program all students are expected to 
undertake ongoing work experience, casual employment or a School 
Based Apprenticeship (Thursdays and optional Fridays).  If you can 
help placing these motivated, energetic students in your place of 
employment please contact Mrs Ackland at the College on 8770-
6700.  
 

 
 
Victorian Institute for Forensic Medicine 
Monday 6th April 12.30pm - 4pm 
57-63 Kavanagh St, Southbank 
Places limited. Must register at following – 
96844313 or 96844342 or www.vifm.org 
Email: jobs@vifm.org 
 
Healesville Sanctuary – Vet For A Day Program 
For students who want to work with animals or practice hands-on 
activities with wildlife vets, then Vet 4 a Day at Healesville 
Sanctuary is a good choice. A one day, experiential, careers program 
introduces students to the daily challenges of working in a busy 
wildlife hospital in a zoo environment. For further information 
contact Hilary Tabrett. For the flyer check out the zoo website: 
http://www.zoo.org.au/Learning/Programs/Student_Conferences/Car
eers/Vet_for_day 
 
 
UMAT – Year 12s 



Are you considering studying medicine, surgery, pharmacy, physio, 
dental science, optometry or oral health see Mrs Smith during April 
and May to register for the UMAT test. 
http://www.medentry.edu.au/umat.asp 
 
Holmesglen              
Skill Sampler  
The Skill Sampler program has been developed to assist students in 
making decisions about their future study and career paths. Students 
will gain hands on experience within a vocation. Students attend 
Holmesglen for one day (approximately 6 hours) and undertake a 
workshop in their chosen area. A wide range of workshops are 
available. 

·  Automotive  
·  Building Surveying 
·  Carpentry and Glass & Glazing 
·  Ceramics 
·  Childcare 
·  Electronics 
·  Floristry 
·  Furniture Manufacturing (incorporating Cabinet 

Making/Upholstery/Polishing) 
·  Horticulture 
·  Introduction to VCAL (Foundation) 
·  Introduction to Certificate I in Transition Education 
·  Leadlighting 
·  Metal Work (Mechanical or Fabrication) 
·  Office Administration 
·  Tourism 
 

Clothing Requirements: 
Due to strict OH&S regulations, most workshops have specific 
clothing requirements. These requirements will be advised upon 
confirmation of workshops. If students do not wear recommended 
clothing as detailed in the booking confirmation they will not be 
permitted to participate in the workshop and no refund will apply. 
 
Cost per Workshop: $55 per student plus GST 
See Mrs Smith if interested. 

 
Central Bayside Community Health Services 

Oral Health Service 
Central Bayside Community Health Service is currently offering 
FREE dental checkups and treatment for eligible Patterson River 
Secondary Students. The School Dental Service, located at 
Central Bayside Community Health Services 335 Nepean 
Highway Parkdale offers a fully integrated dental service.   
 
Eligible students are those, or whose parents hold a valid Health 
Care Card or Pension Card. Note: Year 7-8 students who are 
currently enrolled in the School Dental Service will be sent a 
reminder letter when they are due for a checkup.  For further 
information or to make an appointment phone 85870350.  
 

 
 
The Patterson River Secondary College production 
of ‘The Wedding Singer’ is well underway with 
rehearsals during lunchtimes and after school. We 
are currently requesting donations of 80s clothing to 
be used as costumes for our performances in late 
Term 2. If you happen to have a wardrobe clean out 
over the holidays, please bring any donations to the 
office. Thank you for your support. 
 

 
The new style winter skirts are now in stock at: 
Knowledge Time 
4/16 Titan Dve, Carrum Downs 
97751764 

 

 

 
 
The Greater Melbourne Entertainment Voucher Book 
can be ordered from Mrs Mitchell in the library. The 
cost is $65. 
 

 
 

 

PLAYERS WANTED 
Edi-Asp Eagles 
Edithvale Aspendale JFC are looking for players, 
especially ages U14, U15, U16.  If you want to play 
AFL, join a Club that offers a great team and family 
environment, and have the opportunity to play footy, 
develop your skills and have fun we welcome you.  
Details at www.eajfc.com.au 
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Frankston Youth Resource Centre  
 

These programs are for young people aged  
12-16 years of age. 

Bookings are essential for all programs as places are 
limited. 

 Call The Frankston Youth Resource Centre on 9768-1366 
to book. 

All programs are for young people living in or attending  
Secondary College within the Frankston Municipality 
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SEAFORD Little Athletics Centre 
(in association with Chelsea and Mentone Little 

Athletics Centres) 

Cross Country Winter Athletics 2009 

Saturday morning, 9.15am to approx 10.30am, from  
18th April to 22nd August, 2009.   
Queries: please contact Tim Broome, C/C Co-ordinator, 
on 0421 164677 or e-mail timbroome12@bigpond.com 
�
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